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Aly Abuzakouk:

Please be seated. Salamu Alaykum. Good evening everybody. It isour pleasureto
welcomeyou al for our annual banquet, on behalf of the Minaret of Freedom [Institute]
and our President, Dr. Imad-ad-Dean Ahmad and our Board of Directors. . Thank you for
attending and keeping usin good company. Asour tradition goes, we will start our
banquet with recitations from the Holy Qur’ an. The verse that we have chosen tonight is
verse number 135, from chapter 4, the verse about An-Nisa, the chapter about women.
[Performsrecitationin Arabic.] I'll ask brother Algjandro to recite the versein English.

Algandro Beutd:

In the Name of God, The Compassionate, The Merciful. Oh you who believe, stand out
firmly for justice aswitnessesto Allah [God], eveniif it isagainst yourselves, your
parents or your kin, and whether it be against rich or poor — for Allah can best protect
both. Follow not the lusts of your hearts, lest ye swerve and distort from justice, inclineto
dojustice, for verily Allahiswell acquainted with all that you do.

| mad-ad-Dean Ahmad:

Asalamu Alaykum. Peace be upon you. Good evening. I’ m Imad-ad-Dean Ahmad,
President of the Minaret of Freedom Institute. Welcome to what isour Ninth Annual
Fundraising Dinner. At these dinnerswetry achieve thedua purpose of raising the core
money we need to go on with our operations, by which we are ableto attract matching
fundsand other grantsthroughout the year and al so to educate on somereally important
issueregarding our mission.

We' re dealing with issuesthat other people seemreally reluctant to touch. They’revery
important issues and they go to the heart of many of the problems confronting the
Muslim World today. One of our major activities recently was at American University, a
dialogue we had between a Sunni [religious scholar] and a Shi’a[religious scholar]. [In]
the Washington Post last Thursday ... was ... an article by Pam Constable that dealswith
Sunni-Shi’ arelations in the United States and which makes mention of our program at
American University. It was different because it was not aprogram aimed at discussing
politics, nor wasit aprogram aimed at slapping people on the back and saying, “yeah we
all believethe samething, no problems.” It was an attempt to discuss serioudy what are
thereal differences between the Sunni and Shi’ a schools[of thought] and to debunk the
mythological differences. It is shocking what peoplein the Muslim community now, not
just non-Mudlims (in fact, most non-Muslims admit they don’t know anything about this
question). In the Muslim community peoplethink that, like, for example, the Shi’ahavea
different Qur’ an than the Sunnis. Now it istrue that some Shi’ a scholars have said that



thereis more to the Qur’ an than we have, but some Sunni scholars have said the same
thing, soit’sreally not fair to point THAT out as a difference between the two schools.
The Qur’ an itself refersto the “Mother to the Book” and it saysthat “if the ocean were
ink” | would be exhausted before “the words of my Lord.” So these are taking subtle
points, and trying to make trouble out of them is[just making troubl€].

We are working on trying to bring programsfor civics education in the Musiim World.
We areworking on setting up on Facebook ... adialogue areawhere young Musiims
from around the world who areinterested in the ideas that we are interested in can talk to
one another and explore thoseideas. We are putting up introductory material so they can
get aquick grounding in some of theseissues and questions.

Aly Abouzaakouk, my Vice President, asked me to mention the ISlamic Rules of Order
that we have been working on. Originally we wanted to publish this asabook —aset of
rules of order, like Robert’s Rules, but within the Mudlim framework, rules that respect
and acknowledge the Qur’ an and Sunnah as aframework, but provide the detailed rules,
not found in the Qur’ an, for how you conduct a meeting and establish good governance
and so on. We have decided now at our meeting this afternoon, at our board meeting that
we are going to publish thisas an edbook on the Internet to allow any organization that
wantsto usethese rules of order to be ableto accessthem for free— just to go and take it
and make referenceto it. We hope, well the Minaret of Freedom Institute will adopt those
rules and we will betrying to get other leading organi zations to adopt those rules.

Another very important project is the establishment of an Ilamic resource bank. Right
now, asyou know, there are many people who are speaking for Islam who don’t know
what they are talking about and many peopl e talking about Islam who don’t know what
they’ retalking about. Thiswill be, not just adirectory of Muslim and non-Mudim
experts about Islam, but also opportunities for them to get together to exchangeideasto
find out how to make contacts with the media, with the rest of academia, with one
another, with the general public and so on. It will be aresource of great valueto
journalists such asthose we have on our panel tonight who are making use of other
resource banks provided by conservativesand liberalsand other groups. We areworking
closely with the Association of Muslim Socia Scientists under whose rubric thiswill be
done, insha’ Allah, and we are also talking to our friends at the International Institute for
Islamic Thought to seeif they can play aroleinthis.

Before | begin with the program, let me give thanksto the people who made thislovely
dinner heretonight possible. First, let methank the hotel staff. | want to thank all of them
for their courtesy and their efficiency. | want to thank the staff of the Minaret of Freedom
Institute, especialy Algandro and Fatiha. | would like to thank my wife Frances, who
has volunteered to be theregistrar, once again thisyear. Also Sarah Swick, although she
is not here now, she played amajor rolein the promotion of thisevent heretonight.

| want to thank Hamoud Al-Tdi from the Omani Embassy for being with us. | think
brother you are the first representative of the Omani Embassy to bewith us. | would also
like to thank Dr. Rahmani from the Iranian Interest Section— the director of the Iranian



Interest Section, it isadelight that heiswith ustonight. And his deputy
ManouchehrJafarzadeh— | love this man, I’ ve known him for so long, he’ sakind and
hel pful soul. Jafarzadeh the deputy director from the embassy has been there for quite a
while and he’ sbeen doing afinejob. | would, infact, like to thank the Iranian interest
section for their support in buying atable tonight. The International Institute for Ilamic
Thought, for purchasing atable and sponsoring some of the studentswho are here
tonight. That wasvery kind of you, awonderful ideato try to get young people who are,
after al, going to have to do thiswork in the future and who may not be ableto afford to
come otherwise. So wereally appreciate that. Also we have Atlas Economic Research
Foundation, who has also alowed some of the studentsto come on thetablethey have
bought.

Also, the ADAMS Center which, for the second year in arow, has supported us by
buying atable— we appreciate that support from one of the most dynamic local Mudim
groups. | haveto say thisabout the ADAMS Center — they really show what can happen
when you let young people get involved in your masjid. | hope other mosquesin the area
have taken note of the dynamism of the ADAMS Center. It snot that hard. Thereare
young peoplewho want to do stuff. Just give them achance....

| also want to thank the Rockville Halal Meat Market, which is associated with the Sadaf
Restaurant. If you are in the mood for some good kabobs or if you want to know where
you can get your Halal meat |ocally we recommend them to you. They have been
providing the Halal meat for us[for] the last several years.

Abuzakouk:
Theldamic American Zakat Foundation.

Ahmad:

Oh, I’'m sorry, yeah! How can | forget! The Idamic American Zakat Foundation for
supporting for aVERY long time and isaregular participant here and | would liketo
welcomethe volunteers and staff of the Zakat Foundation who are here tonight.

Ahmad:

Surely, anyone who knows anything about 1lam hasto be dismayed and appalled at the
degree to which the picture of ISam and Muslimsthat isfound in, what is supposed to be
seriousjournalistic coverage, so oftenisunrecognizable. Why isthis? What are the
challengesto an objective coverage of Iam and Mudims, both in the United Statesand
West in general, and in the Arab world aswell, where the problems may be different, but
wherethere are problems? We havethreereally outstanding speakerstonight. It' slikea
superfluity of abundance-there’ s so much, | don’t know how we' regoing to getit al in.
I”'m asking them to restrict themsel vesto 15 to 20 minutes. It seems so unfair, you can
see from their backgrounds they have so much they’reinvolved in.

Thefirst speaker is someone whom I’ ve known for quite awhile. Caryle Murphy has
worked for the Washington Post, covering both the domestic and international affairsfor
30years. Inthe early 1980s she served asthe paper’ s correspondent in southern Africa,



covering convulsive yearsfollowing the Soweto uprising and the police slaying of black
leader Steve Biko. In 1989, she was made Cairo bureau chief and until mid 1994 was
responsible for covering the Arab world. On August 2, 1990, shewasin Kuwait, when
Iraq invaded the emirate. She remained there for almost amonth after the invasion—part
of that time, hiding from Iragi troops. She escaped from Kuwait to Saudi Arabiain the
backseat of a Range Rover and was apart of acaravan of Kuwaitisfleeing their
homeland acrossthe desert. In the monthsthat followed, she covered the Persian Gulf
War from Saudi Arabia. When not working overseas, she covered immigration policy,
US Federa Court in Alexandria[Virginia] and most recently, religion. In 2005, shedid a
3-month temporary duty in Baghdad. In 1991, she won Pulitzer Prize for International
Reporting and George Polk Award for Foreign Reporting, for her coverage of Iragi
occupied Kuwait and the subsequent Persian Gulf War. She was also arecipient of the
Courage in Journalism Award from the International Women’ s M edia Foundation and the
1991 Edward Weinthal Diplomatic Reporting Prize. From 1994 to 1995, she wasthe
Edward R. Murrow Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relationsin New Y ork. Murphy is
the author of Passion for Iam, a2002 book that explains Idam'’ s contemporary revival
and the roots of religious extremism in the Middle East. Last fall after leaving the Post, to
pursue an independent journalism career, she wasrecruited by the Post’s new website, to
help launch its new online feature called “ On Faith.” Sheiscurrently planning to return
to the Middle East to report on developmentsthere. A Massachusetts native, sheisa
graduate of Trinity University in Washington DC and of Johns Hopkins School of
Advanced and International Studies. Caryle Murphy. [Applause]

CaryleMurphy:
Salaam Alaykum.

Audience:
Wa Alaikum as-Salam.

Murphy:

| want to thank you Imad, for your invitation to be here tonight. | appreciate the
opportunity to exchange some viewswith al of you. I’ve known Imad for quite afew
years. Infact | read [of] him before | met him. When | was writing my own book, | came
across hisSgnsfromthe Heavens. | found hisviewsvery refreshing and forthright and |
realized thiswas asmart guy. So when | started covering religion at the Post, | made it
my businessto try to meet him. But Imad isalso abrave guy. Assome of you may
know, after 9/11 hewrote an essay calling on Muslimsto proactively and assertively help
US law enforcement find the perpetrators and others who were seeking to harm this
country. This happened at atime when some Muslimswere still denying that OsamaBin
Laden had anything to do with 9/11. What | didn’t know about Imad isthat heisa
supporter of independent career women, as you can see from the panel tonight.
Congratulations, thank you. [Laughter.]

So, objective or fair? We' ve been asked to tonight to speak about our trade of
journalism-how we work and so-called objectivejournalism. Well, | prefer to talk about
fair journalism verse objective journalism. Thereason is because | think it ismuch easier



to get aconsensus about what' sfair than about what’ s objective. Human beings will
always disagree when discussing whether something is objective or not because they
cannot help but look at the issue or the matter through their own personal viewpoint, that
is, subjectively. But even when difficult subjects aretackled, | think human beings can
and agree, and often do, on whether something isfair or not. Now a second point | would
liketo makeinitially isthat | will happily debate any of you here tonight over what I’ ve
done or what my former employer the Washington Post has done or isdoing, but please
don’t ask me to account what you see on Fox TV or you read in very Ilamophobic blogs
on theinternet. Please don’t ask meto defend “the media.” If there’ sanything uniquein
this country, it’ sthis beast, thiswide, huge-ranging beast we call “the media.” It goes
from the far left to the far right; it goes from the fanciful and stupid to the sophisticated. |
mean, just compare theNational Inquirer to Harper’s Magazine. They’ re both the media.
It’ sthe biggest mediamarket in the world and so any reader can find an outlet to either
confirm or challenge his or her viewpoint. And an added benefit isthat minority viewsdo
get platforms or forums. They may be small platforms but at |east they’ re there.

So congtructive criticism, which | think we reporters should be willing to take, requires
that the critic be specific in what you' re criticizing. Please don’'t generalize about the
mediawhen you have acomplaint. Because | don’t think that leads anywhereto afruitful
discussion. So, what do | think isfair journalism? | believe that journalismisfair when
the product takes alook at the issue from severa different angles, when the media outlet
givesavoiceto people who are not usually heard, when they include different opinions
on the sameissue being reported and when they show and open mind toward difficult
topics. So let me move directly to what | think you all want to hear tonight: What about
the chalenges to fair journalism—when it comesto reporting on Mudims and 1am. Here
aresome of thechallenges| see.

First of all, the Islamophobiathat has risen even before 9/11, but really gotten strong after
9/11-there' sno question. has grown immensely. Theirony isthat in thefirst 2-3 months
right after 9/11 thisldlamophobiadidn’'t exist. Everyone was very curious about Islam,
open, wanting to learn about it; but then the pendulum swung to the other direction and
unfortunately the other direction is till the strongest. If thereisany bright spot in this,
fromwhat I’ ve observed, isthat thislslamophobiaisthe strongest on the Internet.
Thankfully, it’ stheweakest, at least in the greater Washington area, in personal
interactions, in theworkplace, in schools, in meeting people on the street. Thishappens
because the Internet allows people to anonymoudly attack others, and that’s why | think
it'sso strong on the Internet. But it isathreat to the cohesion and value system of our
society and, unfortunately, it isMuslimswho are bearing its brunt. | would compare this
to dayswe know asthe McCarthy era

Now one of the favorite themes of |lamophobesis, “Why don’t we hear Mudlims
condemning terrorism?’ | don’t know what you can do about this. Every major Muslim
organization in the United States has condemned terrorism. Most mgjor Musdlim leaders
and communities have stood up and condemned terrorism and written letters to the editor.
| don’t know why this myth is perpetrated except that the people perpetrating it are
against Mudlims. Then there are anti-Mudlim remarks by, shockingly, religious figures



like Franklin Graham and Pat Robertson. So thisraisesthe question, “ Should newspapers
like the Washington Post report these comments?” Well, | don’t think that what these
people said should be on the front page, but | certainly do think it should be reported. |
would personally rather know what these people think, rather than saying these things
slently or under thetable. | wasreally shocked to hear what Franklin Graham said. Not
only did he say it once, but herepeated it. But | was grateful that it was printed in
newspapers and was talked about on television so that his actionsin the future can be
judged by everybody.

Okay. What’ sa second challengeto fair reporting on Muslims?| think itsignorance.
Unfortunately thereisagreat deal of ignorancein this country about Muslims and Idam.
Again, | seeabright spot here. After my book came out in 2002, | went around talking to
alot of audiencesand | was very gratified that so many peopleturned up. | mean,
hundredsdidn’t turn up, but to go to one bookstore and see 60 or 80 peopleturn up |
think is pretty good. And most of the people came because most of them didn’t know
anything about 1slam and what to find about it. So that’ s agood bright spot.

Okay, What' s another challengeto fair reporting on Muslimsand ISlam?In the
newsroom, one of the challengesisrepetition. If something happens over and over again,
it movesto the back pages of the newspaper. And it movesway down on theinterest
level of reportersand editors. I’ ve often had people ask me, “Why didn’t you report about
such and such?’ | would haveto say, we' ve aready written four or five stories about
women who weretold to go home from their job because they were wearing hijab. We
can’t keep writing the same story over and over again. So that doesn’t if thereisa
particularly egregious or significant event we wouldn’t write about it. It doesn’t mean we
don’'t writeabout it at all, we may put it in the back pages asjust ashort story. Y ou have
to remember, you may be outraged at how you and your co-religionists are being treated,
but in the newsroom, we' re hearing “ Oh gosh, it happened again!” It’ sachallengesfor
reporters and editorsto think about how to keep reporting about these thingsin anew
way, so both readers and the reportersdon’t get bored.

That brings up another challenge that’ s again situated in the newsroom and that’ salack
of imagination. Thisdoesn’t apply to just reporting on Mudiims and Islam; this appliesto
reporting on anything. We are constantly asking ourselves, “How canwe get interested in
this story again? How can we write another story about the wall the Israglis have built,
without writing a story that sounds exactly like a story we wrote about two years ago?’ |
mean, thereisaway to doit. I’'m not saying we shouldn’t do it, but it requires editors and
reportersto really use their imagination and go out and do some new reporting and use
their energiesto come up with that. Now, | think— you’ re going to find me biased
tonight—I think my former employer, thePogt, is pretty good at coming up with
imaginative ways. But you know, you go to asmall town in some Midwestern state and
they don’t have the resources, or they may not have the staff. They don’t have the luxury
to think about, “How are we going to cover thisstory?’ So you may find that the story
comes out on Islam and Muslims sounds like it was written five years ago, or they decide,
“We' ve written thistoo much, we're not going to do it again.” So | ask you to... when
you're criticizing the media, try to yourself in the shoes of the peoplein the business.



We re always|ooking for some new way to present the material, if it isrepetitive. | think
the Washington Post story thismorning on Gazais a pretty good example of using
imagination. What they did was, say, “Okay, we' re going to sit back and we' regoing to
sum up what’ s been happening for the last six months or year.” It really was agood |ook.
| learned alot from it even though | read the news about the Middle East everyday
becauseit put thingsin perspective.

So what’ sanother challenge to abjective reporting? Well, alack of follow up. Sometimes
reporters get too busy and they can’t go back and find out how happened to those people
they reported on six months ago. The one that cameto my mind as| was gathering my
thoughts for thiswas “What happened to those guysin Miami who were charged with
terrorism and they were called ‘Mudlim terrorists 7’ | don’t know, because there hasn'’t
been much attention to their case. But over and over again, So many people were getting
arrested after 9/11 and getting put in jail. People were being deported or being held after
immigration violation and wetried our best to go back and at least highlight what
happened to the most unusual cases, but sometimeswefailed.

Okay. Now le&t’s move to another areawhere | see another challengeto fair reporting and
that isalack of cooperation from Mudlims. Happily, thisisavery rare experience for me.
| covered the Muslim community here for seven or eight yearsand | only had one
example of a person who refused to talk to me. The story came out okay in the end, but it
would have been much better if | had been able to have his perspective and hisvoicein
the story. And hewould have been happy if hiswasin the story too, but | tried andtried
and he just wouldn't talk to me. But if Mudimsaren’t going to talk to reportersand
editors, you'retying their hands. It sonly going to be work to your disadvantage. But as|
said, happily that has not been my experience. But | know in other parts of the country it
may be more of an issue.

| want to talk about another lack of cooperation from the Muslim community and thisis
what | call “passive lack of cooperation.” What do | mean? | mean that if somethingis
happening (an abuse by Federa law enforcement, immigration officials, airport officials)
you should be calling your local newspaper or television station and telling the reporters
you have contactswith, about it. It' sno surpriseto you that | believein sunshine. |
believe airing government misconduct or government aggression against peopleisthe
best form of protection. Nothing succeedslike having a name and aface in a paper,
complaining about something because then you have a specific person with aspecific
complaint and the next day [the] government does respond.

Now | know many Mudlims are frightened—and not without reason considering how
many Muslimsarein jeopardy because of their immigration status. It isahard timeto be
aMudiminthe United States given the fearsthat are rampant in this society. But you
have to have courage coming out publicly to fight these fears and good reporters and
good mediaoutlets can be helpful inthisbattle. | personally, at the Pogt, (I know you're
curious), | personally was never told not to write aparticular story that | proposed about
Muslimsor Islam and | never did hear any anti-Muslim comments from any of my
supervisorsor any of my colleagues. Aretheir some reporters biased against Mudlims?



Definitely, but that doesn’t mean all of us are. And to the extent you feel thereisbias,
against Mudlims and Idam, | really encourage you to be proactive. Call the reporter to
discusswhat they have written; call them to suggest astory. Recently, about four months
ago therewasafront page story in the Post about how Mudlimsin thisareaare getting
moreinvolved inlocal politicsand that story came about because somebody who livesin
Montgomery County called me and | told my colleague Michelle Boorstein and shedid a
great story about it.

If you don’'t get aresponse from the reporter, send an e-mail or make atelephone call to
the editor. Asfar as|damophobiaand ignorance goes |’ m afraid thisisalong challenge
that the Muslim community hasto tackle and | wish you the best of luck. Thank youvery
much.

[Applause]

Ahmad:

Thank you very much Caryle. Our second speaker tonight is someone whom | just met
for thefirst timetonight. We spoke on the phone arranging for her to behhereand that is
Nadia Bilbassy-Charters. Nadiais a Washington bureau senior correspondent
responsible for the White House and State Department for the Al-Arabiyya satellite TV
channel. She hastraveled extensively in the United States, covering major stories,
including the primaries and the presidential campaign. She has interview George and
LauraBush in two separate features. She gives her citizenship as Palestinian and Irish.

Abuzakouk:
That’ stwo strikesagainst her.

Ahmad:

In the past she has worked with MBC, the Middle East Broadcasting center asthe
Nairobi, Kenyabureau chief and also for MBC in Addis Ababaas Horn of Africa
correspondent. Sheisaso afreelancejournalist in Dakar, Senegal, working for numerous
publications while on maternity leave. She worked for the Independent newspaper and
IPS [Inter Press Service] in Colombo Sri Lanka, for BBC News Arabic Servicein
London, the Agence France Presse, the Jerusalem bureau, the International Committee of
the Red Cross, for which she was alocal officer and sheisfluent in her mother tongues
of Arabicand English, excellent speaking and writing ability in French and also knows
Hebrew and Swahili. A frequent participant at the Woodrow Wilson school of
Diplomacy, she has aso lectured on Foreign Policy and Defense issuesin numerousfora,
nationally and internationally, National Defense University Army War College, the
American University Law School, George Mason University, among others. Nadia
Bilbassy-Charters.

[Applause]
Nadia Bilbassy-Charters:



Salamu Alaikum. | wasjust thinking of the greeting and | was thinking, “What a better
way to start than saying ‘ Peace Upon Y ou’ as opposed to * hi, how areyou, hello,” you
know, all of the other words we use. Thank you very much for inviting me, I'm very glad
to be here tonight. Thank you very much, Imad. Thank you for the panelists and thank
you for coming.

It would be avery hard act to follow having Caryle ahead of me and lots of thingswe
shared in terms of the subject we are going to talk about because both of usare
journalists. But | will start with afew anecdotes, one of themisastory | did Dearborn, in
Michigan. | there used to do what we called the “ human interest stories’ or the positive
stories. It was about the first Muslim judge in the United States, afantastic woman. She's
great in every aspect, beautiful, intelligent and she became the first woman judge in the
Oth Didtrict, | think. | went to report the story and in the process | met the Imam of the
mosque therein Dearborn. | asked him what are the main issuesthat challengeyou asa
Muslim here, what is the most common question people ask you here and do they really
know about ISlam?

Hesaid“You'll bevery surprised by what people ask me here. | go and give speechesall
over the country.”

| said, “What isthe challenge?’
He said, “ People don’t know the difference between Mudimsand Idam.”

Itisjust amazing and I’ m going to start from this premise that people don’t know. | think
amagjor challengethat facesall of us, not just asajournalist, but asamember of the
public, isignorance. Everywhere | go | am amazed. AsImad said, | worked all over
world-l worked in Asia, and in Africaand Europe—but I’ ve never seen anation assoill-
informed as Americans. | don’'t know what it is, whether it islack of intellectual
curiosity, whether it isasuperpower that istwo thousand miles away from everybody
else and you can have your own mentality of “ people should know about me, but |
shouldn’t know about the world” or people work long hours and therefore they don’t
have time to read foreign news or don’t know what is happening outside [of their
country]. I don’'t know what it is, but | always that the most interesting conversation |
have in Washington are with thetaxi drivers becausethey areal Ethiopiansand
Nigeriansand everyonelistensto NPR and hasthe [ Washington] Post or New York Times
inthe backseat. It isjust amazing.

There was another thing that | also noticed when | first arrived four years ago this
summer. | was covering the election of Schwarzenegger asthe governor of Californiaand
| was back on aplane from Californiato Washington and next to me was aman.
(Americansarefriendly by the way; you know that it’ sjust that they’ re dwaystrying to
have a conversation with you. Sometimes they give you too much detail; I'm always
shocked.)

Anyway, he said to me, “Where are you from?’



| said “I’m ajournalist.”
Hesaid, “Hmmm... Who do you work with?’

| said (I'm not going to tell him Al-Arabiyya because hewouldn’t know) so | said, “I
work for an Arabic [language] television [station].”

Hesaid, “Oh soyou' reMudim?’

| said, “Yeah.”

Hesaid, “ Okay, why do you hate us?’

[Laughter fromaudience.]

| said, “Wedon’'t hate you. What do you mean ‘you?”

Hesaid, “All of you, there, all of the Arabs, the Musdlims, they all hate us.”

| said, “No actually we disagree probably with your own—not probably, we disagree
with your own foreign policies, but they actualy like America

Peoplelike America. If you look in any Arab countries or any Muslim countries you’ |l
see lines of peoplewaiting to get avisato cometo America. A colleague of mine at
Georgetown University did research about despite the fact that the height of the problem
with France over wearing the hijab in schools, every time they asked them about foreign
policy, Americacomesright at the end [least favored] and Britain comes on the top. But
every time people were asked whether they wanted to immigrate to Americaor they
wanted to receive medical trestment or they wanted to go to school or they wanted to
study college or whatever, Americacomeson top. | think that sums up the whole concept
of the dichotomy of how the Muslim and Arab world looks at America.

Generdly, | think, number one, thefirst challenge that people have or journalists have
here is ignorance. People don’t know. Sometimes of course ignoranceisnot an excuse-it
isnot ablissactualy. If you' re asuperpower and you' reinvolved heavily inthe Middle
East, you have amagjor invasion of Irag, you have athreat against Iran and Syria—all of
the newsin the Middle East is coming from here. In away, yes, peopleinthe Middle
East and elsewhere at once want to know what is happening in Washington and we report
daily (particularly for my job) what’ s happening here because any decision takenin
Washington will affect peoplein the Middle East—in Damascus, Tehran, Amman or
Jerusalem—and therefore we need to know what’ s happening.

Also | noticed-I can talk about Fox News—when we just first came here the attack against
what isnow called the Arab, Pan-Arab satellite television which isrepresented by Al-
Arabiyaand Al-Jazeera (maybe Al-Jazeerato abig extent than us) isenormous: lecturing



about fair reporting, putting propagandaon the air, inflaming sentiments of people, etc.
Whenyou cometo Americaand see the reporting on Fox News, you are horrified. Isthis
really serious journalism? So | think in addition to the ignorance thereis an agenda, and
thereisno doubt about it. | mean, it’ swonderful to have ademocracy—of course
something wedon't have in the Middle East and therefore you have outlets of
newspapers and broadcasts from extreme right to extreme left, but at the sametime,
sometimes it is meant to be thisway [the misrepresentation is deliberate].

Inaworld you in livein after 9/11, everything is magnified. But saying that, if you look
and examine the Muslim community in Americain comparison to Europe, for example,
it' sextremely well integrated. They see themselves as Americans probably morethan as
theidentity of being Muslim as comesto the surface. In Europethey aretreated and seen
as minorities and we have enormous problems. Of courseit isin different historical
context of the immigrantsin France, for example, whether they are from North Africaor
they’ re even Pakistanis or from the Indian subcontinent in Britain. But looking at the
Muslimshere[in America] it isamazing how they’ re not being used asagood example
of thefact that it isthe faith that separates them, but that they unite and have [embraced)]
“American” asan identity, asanationality, that you don’t see el sawherein the world.
Thereisno doubt 9/11 has changed the way people perceive Muslimsin this country and
you know theimmediate attack after 9/11 of Sikhsbeing pulled out of stations because
they see aturban on their heads and they think “ Oh, they’ re Mudlims!” so they can beat
them up, threaten them, whatever. WWomen have been discriminated against because they
wear the hijab. There are many incidents until now. It sbeen going up, and sometimesit
stabilizes and then it goes up again, recently. So, the media has not been innocent of
trying to report a certain aspect, especially that every Muslim isaterrorist and thisis how
they seeit, unfortunately.

Ontop of that you have certain words being applied. | will focusin particular on theword
|slamofascist. We have even seen the President using thisword. Although the hijackers

of 9/11 and the people who belong to Al-Qaeda are extremist Muslim groups have to be
condemned and have to be condemned in avery loud voice-it’ s not just hushed voices
and it isnot just among us[among Muslim communities| — but you must speak loud, as
much as you condemn anti-Semitism it goes for anybody trying to kill innocent people
[asin] these grotesque pictures we have seen on our television screenscoming from Irag
of beheading and killing, and the blood. .. But it goes both ways. As much aswe want the
Americansto treat usfairly and to look at usthe way we are and to dismiss the extremists
asaminority, that they actually don’t represent |lam the way we know it, at the same
time| agree with Caryle, that Musdlims have ajob to do and its not being done very well.
In general, asaPalestinian, | will say that we are not really good in propaganda, or we're
not really good in advertising ourselves; we' re not very good in putting the point of view
across. But also Muslim organizationsin America[did condemn the attacks of] 9/11, but
still we don't hear it. Y ou might have the Mufti of Al-Azhar or you have Imams here and
there, but it does not take away from our rights, from our justice to have, for example
whether we have. .. deserve aPalestinian state or ending the occupation in Irag, whatever
causeswe arefighting for, it doesn’t take away from that cause when you see the
atrocitiesand you seekilling that Muslims should condemn it and in the loudest voice



possible. Wedon't seeamong Arab intellectual sunfortunately. Y ou don’t read it very
much in Arab newspapers; you don't hear on Arab television and that isaminus. One
time, after the Beslan massacre of almost 300 kids in the Caucasus, we had one or two
voices saying, “Who are these people? Why arethey killing in the name of ISam?How
can they take these kids and blow them up and keep them as hostages in the name of
Isam?’ Andit’ sthe samethat goesfor thekilling inlrag. We have to makethe
distinction between legitimate resi stance against occupation and killing for the sake of
killing. | mean we' re talking about Sunni and Shia. I’m appalled by the way when we just
talk about the difference. Maybethe division is sharpened to an alarming degree that
even the American media, when they talk about the Sunnis, they start talking about “the
Sunnisin Egypt and Jordan.” | mean this[terminology] was never used. Y ou call people
by their nationality, but you never call them by their religion, and you definitely don’'t
call them by their sect.

Of course peopl€’ sidentity ismorein focus and is sharpened when under threat and there
isno doubt about it. It playsinto the hands of people who don’t know what they’re
talking about and it goes on and on and on. Therefore, | think there are so many
challengesthat we aretrying to counter asjournalists. | alwayssay that for usat Al-
Arabiya (whichisrelatively new, its station has been on for four years) first and foremost
[for] journalistsisto be professional. If you' re aprofessional, it meansyou haveto be

obj ective, and to be objective meansyou have to report what you seein front of your
eyes. Otherwise, if you' re going to color and put opinions, then you' re not ajournalist,
you' re an advocate, and if you' re an advocate you can join apolitical organization or a
pressuregroup.

| have aproblem with terminology aswell. Theword terrorist for example has been used.
We know that histerrorist ishersor somebody else’ sfreedom fighter and therefore even
the UN cannot come up with a definition for terrorism. But aso the word massacre and
shahid [Arabic word for martyr] | alwaysif three Palestinians die, its not a massacre. It's
bad enough that one person died, and [therefore] we should report it as one death, but you
don’t report it as[a] massacre because amassacreis not three people. So we haveto bea
little bit more accurate. | always say (if you don’t mind me doing alittle bit of advertising
for our station) isthat and we' retrying to do that logan “aklaq al-hagiga” which means
“closer to truth” because we don’t have amonopoly over truth and nobody does and there
isno onesingletruth. Therefore, we struggleto set the standard for objective reporting.
We say, “We haveto be very much journalist before we are anything else.” It svery hard
to detach yourself asaperson from any scene you can [se€] in front of you, especially if
you'rereporting in Palestineor in Irag. Or in my case, | have seen so many casesin
southern Sudan, when you cover famine and starvation and dead children in front of you
it’ svery hard not to be sympathetic to these causes, but asmuch you can, you’ retrying to
report as much asyou can seerather than interpreting it the way you think the viewer
should seeit.

Viceversal found the opposite actually. Of course you have excellent journalismin
terms of print mediain this country—the Post and the [New York] Times and whatever.
Even coming from Europe, | think European papersare superior in quality interms of



trying to analyze foreign news and trying to report fairly on the news, and till behind the
American mediasomehow. But generally speaking, if you go back to how we address the
challenges, it isan enormous task — especially for television. Television, as you know, it
eatsmoney. Certain timeswe don’t do stories—I have five minutes. See, the problem
with having journalists, they talk too much.

| would say the worse censorship we haveis self-censorship. It isnot what we see, but
what we don’t see. Sometimes we report on certain stories because of our biases. And
that isthe most dangerous form of censorship, | would say. So, for televisionin
particular, the challengeisbigger than for the print media: to get peopleto talk and to
appear ontelevision and to tell ustheir side of the story, becausetelevisionispictures, if
you have no picturesyou have no story. Y ou might have the greatest story in theworld,
but if you don’t have the picturesthen that’ sit, it’ sthe end of the story.

Now we have seen therise of the Arab satellite mediain the form of somekind of
independence. We are miles away from being perfect but it’ s abeginning and the
beginning is moving away from government-controlled media. But these television
stations need money (and need ahell of alot of money | can tell you). So to cover certain
stories, money alwaysisaconsideration and sometimesit restrictsthe way we are
reporting in general. But even on certain stories sometimeslike thejudgein Detroit—it'sa
great story about how aMuslim hasbeen elevated to one of the highest positionsin the
United States—I can’t cover another story because maybe my budget won't allow meto
doit. We are affected by that, and | don’t cover the story because of budgetary

cons derations—nothing more and nothing less.

Thereisalso the stereotype. Part of the reason for peoples’ ignoranceisalso stereotyping.
People don’t know Muslims, asyou say, they say you can see them from all kinds of
shades of colors and forms. Y ou can women with hijab, you can have women without
hijab and people always... they dwaysask me*Oh! AreyouaMudim?’

“Yesl am.”
“But you don’t look Mudlim.”

So [you seg] the stereotyping of certain images of what aMuslim should look like. And
this could be done with the work of theinfluence of certain groupstrying to present what
Isamisall about. But again thereisno doubt that after 9/11 the world has changed and,
unfortunately, changed for thewordt. It isextremely... the negative effect isvery hard to
raise(?) above overnight. It takesawhile and it takes a huge effort from peopletry to
changethisimage. | leave lots of room for Q& A so, I'll leaveit for later. [Applause.]

Ahmad:

Our third speaker is Alison Weir, whom | met severa years ago after she had come back
from Gazawhere she had done some coverage of the Intifadawith avery, very
fascinating slideshow and an even more fascinating story about her journey to realizing
what the challengesareto objective coverage. Alison Weir isdirector of



If AmericansK new, an organi zation dedicated to providing Americans with information
on topics of importance that are misreported or underreported in the American media,
with aspecia focus on the Middle East. She has been ajournalist on and off for many
years and was associ ated with the Center for Investigative Reporting, served as an editor
of the Women’ s Sports Magazine, freelancer for the San Francisco Examiner, Rolling
Stone and other publications.

Antony Sullivan:
AndtheMichigan Daily.

Ahmad:

Can't leavethat out. All of the [University of] Michigan alumni will get after me.
[Acknowledging Aly Abouzakouk]. Shewas education writer for the Pacific Sun, author
of achildren’sbook published by E.P. Dutton, and most recently editor of Marinscope
Newspaper in Sausalito, California. Alison spent amonth aone, traveling throughout
Gazaand the West Bank as afreelance journalist and speaks throughout the country on
the Isradli-Palestinian conflict. In her presentation she describes her experiencesinthe
West Bank and Gaza Strip, shows dlides of the areaand gives abrief history of the
conflict and describes her organization’ sdetail ed studies of American press coverage of
the areaand of her meetings with editors of newspapers acrossthe country. Her articles
have appeared in avariety of books, websites and magazines among these are“ Gaza: A
Report from the Front”, published in The New Intifada, articles in the Washington Report
on Middle East Affairs, San Francisco Bay View’s paper, Counterpunch, TheLink, Z-
Magazine, and chaptersin the Censored: 2005 and several upcoming books.
IfAmericansKnew compl eted seven statistical studies of US news mediaincluding two-
year studies of the New York Times, the three major primetime news programs and the
Associated Press. In addition, her organization has created four videos on | sragl-Palestine
and isin the process of producing alonger documentary to be released next year. Alison
has given two briefings on Capitol Hill, has spoken extensively throughout the country,
and aspeech she gave at the Center for Policy Analysisthat was broadcast nationally on
C-Span. Among the numerous colleges and universities where she has been invited to
speak arethe Harvard Law School, Columbia, Stanford, Berkeley, the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy [at Tufts University] , and the Naval Postgraduate Institute. Sheis
the subject of adocumentary produced by Alternate Focus, on news coverage of Israel-
Palestine and appearsin two others. She has received the Truth and Justice award from
the American Mudimsfor Jerusalem, the Idlamic Community Award for Courage, the
Advocacy and MediaFairness Award from the Arab-American Anti-Discrimination
Committee, and in March of 2004 was inducted into honorary membership Phi Alpha
Literary Society, founded in 1845 at Illinois College. The [Phi Alpha] award cited her as,
“A courageous lecturer and journalist on behalf of Human Rights.” [ She was] thefirst
woman to receive an honorary membership in Phi Alphahistory. Alison Weir.
[Applause]

Alison Weir:



Thank you for that very nice introduction. It included everything but the kitchen sink. It's
niceto follow two such wonderful speakers because now | know you have gotten your
money’ sworth. Two out of threeisgood. So it takes the pressure off.

Abuzakouk:
And good food.

Weir:
And wonderful food, so maybe| should just sit down.

Thank you al for inviting me here tonight. I’ m very honored to be at this gathering.
Tonight Il tell you alittle bit about my own personal journey, and a case study, sadly. It
won'’t directed specifically to Mudimsand Islam, but it will be a case study with
empirical datathat | think will shed agreat deal of light about what's going on. And it
won't be very happy light, to tell you the truth, despite the fact that | believe very
strongly in journalism. The pressisthe most powerful ingtitution in this country, | fedl.

I’ sapublic trust, which you will read in the statement of principle on every website of
every newspaper, the American Society of Newspaper Editors, the Associated Press. |
believe, strongly, itisatrust, and | think the trust has been betrayed. But you will see
why | think that. Everything Americansthink they know about the world, especially
about something not local in their neighborhood, comes through the media. So if they
don’t know about ISam in the Middle East, it is because the mediaare failing in what we
should be doing, not because people are stupid or lazy, | believe. We are all lazy at times,
but I think it isasystemicfailure.

What I'd liketo do is start out and tell my own background because tonight 1’1l be talking
about my case study of the mediawill have to do with |sragl-Palestine and six years ago,
like most Americansin this country | knew very little about Israel and Palestine. | don’t
happen to be Muslim or Jewish or Middle Eastern, and to meit seemed confusing and
distant and irrelevant to my daily life. And so, like most Americans, | skimmed the
headlines on the topic, accepted the confusion of what | read and | moved on. But then |
began to see those imageswe do see occasionally of children throwing stones against
tanks and | finally began to be curious enough about thisissueto try to follow it just a
little bit. At that time, | wasthe editor of the Sausalito newspaper, writing about very
local stories; so thiswasin my sparetime. And when | looked into these stories, when |
followed them, it did appear to me very quickly | was hearing one side with great detail
and the other side with almost no detail. That troubled me, because asjournalists, wefeel
we should, aswas spoken earlier, we should try to cover thewhole story, not just one side
or just the other. | began to look into thisissue more and finally, using theinternet,
reading what was going on everyday, asyou can, reading all of the stories you have read
all of your lives perhaps (but for me thiswasthefirst time).

Looking at my daily newspaper and listening to NPR and watching the news [on
television] it seemed to methat perhaps this was the most covered-up story | have ever
seen-and | used to beinvolved in the Center for Investigative Reporting. | have seen
cover-ups and the exposeésthat happen. This seemed to be more substantial and to have



lasted longer than anything else | could think of. It seemed so important to me, in fact,
that | quit my job at Sausalito, avery nice place, and | traveled over to the West Bank and
Gaza Strip to see for mysalf what wasgoing on.

Asjournalists, that’ sthe sort of inclination we have. | went as afreelance journalist—

that’ sthelowest of the low—and traveled alone. | had no organization guiding or
sponsoring me of any kind whatsoever. And it was the most unusual trip | have ever
undertaken. | had wanted to see things for myself on that trip—I had thought. But as|
landed on February 7", | believe it was 2001, my return flight [was] set for amonth later
—| had sensed apang of adisquiet | had been trying to ignore. What wasit going to be
like for me asasingle female travel er wandering through the middle of aMudim land
that was in the middle of aviolent uprising and that was, aswe aretold, extremely hostile
to women in general, but particularly Americans. What would it be like for me?

What | discovered in amonth of traveling randomly and haphazardly in the Palestinian
territories—throughout the Gaza Strip and
various parts of the West Bank—was that
these were but two of many myths about
thisregionsthat are, asyou know, quite
false-that they areasuntrueasthey are
widely held. Theredlity, asyou all know,
wasthat | was welcomed, | was invited to
stay in peoples homes, | was treated with
respect, | was completely safe when |
cometo near the Isradli military and when
| told Palestinians | was an American the
invariable response was “Welcome.”

| wish that thiswereall that | had discovered on that trip, but it wasnot. | also discovered
firsthand what it waslike to see entire r.\

communitiesdestroyed, treesuprooted,
children with bulletsin their stomachs and
intheir backs and in their heads, |
discovered what iswas like to be with
parents after their young son has been
killed, hearing the mothers and sisters
weeping and weeping and weeping and
weeping and seeing the father sleep
walking in the bad dream from which you
know he'll never wake up. | discover what
it wasliketowalk, to talk with the woman
who' sbest friend hasjust been killed, to bewith afamny and their handsome son when
the doctor hastold them something he hasn’t found the correct timeto tell them — that
their sonistotally and indeterminably paralyzed.




| discovered what it waslike to be shot at, to arrive at a street corner and see young
soldiers sitting in tanks with machine guns aimed straight at you. At night you really
couldn’t seethe soldiers, but saw the flashlight with which they signaled whether or not
they allowed you to continue driving, to continue living. | discovered thiswas routine.

In other words, | discovered what it islike in Palestine and how Isragl isusing my tax
money. And so, when | returned, | began an organization called IfAmericansK new.
Among our many activities have been to focus on the media to discover why we are not
learning more of these facts, why we are giving Isragl well over $8 million per day of our

tax money.

Journalists are much more interested in facts than theories, so | waslooking for a
statistical, objective way to study the coverage of Isragl and Palestine. | decided to takea
category that would be as significant as possible and asimmune from subjective bias as
possible and statistically, quantitatively “ studiable.” Sowe did studies of anumber of the
major media. (We' ve actually begun one on the Washington Post—I can giveyou some

of the early resultson that at the
end.) Wedecided tolook at how
deathswere covered between both
populations.

| liketo think that we believe al
human beingsareequally valuable,
their deaths equally tragic (that’s
our philosophy), that we should
hear about both, not just oneside
or just the other side. Weneed all
of theinformation. So the first
thing you need to do in thiskind of
astudy isto determinethe
baseline, what you compare the
reporting to. So thefirst thing was
to learn how many people were
killed in thefirst year of the current
uprising, the current Intifada. We
used an Isragli human rights group
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[B’tselem] and found it was 165 Israelis and 549 Palestinians that had been killed by the
other sideduring thisfirst year.

Now we chosethisfirst year for our study becausefirst impressionsare so powerful. This
iswhat leads everybody in American-your neighbors, your communitiesto conclude who
initiated the violence, who isretaliating, who isthe victim, who isjust defending their
population. So, thefirst year isvery, very important. Thisiswhat was going on, let’ slook
at some of the coverage. | won't give every one of our chartstonight, but we found for
example these were the three primetime network news shows. We discovered they were
reporting Israeli deaths up to four times greater than they were reporting Palestinian
deaths. Now the question is, how can it exceed 100%? Y ou seein one caseits over 200%.

Wewere studying every report of adeath in apopulation, including follow-up reports:
Parents mourning for their children who died the day before-this makesit moreredl. If
you missed the paper one day, you seeit the next day. Wefelt it amost accurate study
would count those aswell. What was very surprising, even to us, was how often the
coverage of the I sragli deaths exceeded 100%.

Now another way of looking at that islooking at how children’ s deaths were being
covered because children’ sdeaths are especialy tragic to most of us, | believe. Weare
moved by them. Wethink of our own children perhaps. Wetend to think that children are
illegitimate targets of strife and when they are killed they are perhaps more newsworthy
than adults. So let’ s see, first of al, how many werekilled: the answer is 28 Isragli young
people and 131 Palestinians. Now how was this covered?

Inthisc »We Percentage of Children’'s Deaths Reported

that thedistortion has ABC. CBS. and NBC Evening MNews
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over aready avery
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isfourteen times M |srael B Palestinian
greater.

Percentage of Deaths Reported




Here' sanother interesting way of looking at thisdata: In this chart, the dark blue column
arethe lsragli reports and the

red column are the Palestinian Children's Deaths Reported: Repetitions and
deaths. Thedark bluearethe Omissions

number of reportsthat have ABC. CBS, NBC Evening News
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Pal estinian young peoplethat 1201
werenever covered at al. Soin
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fellow Americansare
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Now, it’ sinteresting to look at this chart because in this case we charted the reports
chronologically over the course of thefirst year. Thisisthe study of theNew York Times
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curve will be New York Times' reports on Palestinian young peoples deaths during that
first year and interestingly, you seg, it’ sfollowing the I sragli curve, lower but following
that curve and the next curve will be the Palestinian children who actudly killed during
that first year and hereitis.

Now, thisiswhat the chart basically looks like for every one of the mediawe' ve looked
at. You know, naturally there’ s somevariation, but thisis basically what we keep finding
over and over again. Thethree networks, theNew York Times, the Associated Press, local
papers such asthe San Francisco Chronicle and the San Jose Mercury, we keep seeing
this. That wasthefirst year. Arethese patterns continuing? It’ snot easy to beajournalist.
People, we shouldn’t expect perfection. It’ svery courageous, difficult work for many of
thesejournalists. So maybe the media got better by 2004. We were also doing our studies
in 2005, so also decided to look at the more recent data to see what that would show us.
It' svery important to remember that in 2004 the media consistently told usthat the
violence was reduced in the Intifada, that the violence had |essened considerably.

Well thefirst thing you need to do, of courseisfind out how many peoplewerekilled. In
this case we' relooking at children in that year, and we seethat 8 Isragli children were
tragically killed and 179 Palestinian children tragically were killed. Now, that’s22 to 1.
Asyou’ll recall—and we a so have chart for al ageswhere there' sthat same distortion—
thelsragli death rate had gone down. For the Palestinian population, it increased
significantly for all agesand for children. So when someoneis reporting that the violence
has decreased, they’ re using | sragli-centered terminol ogy without question. Again, we see
the sametype of distortion that we saw before.

Other groups have done studiesaswell. | don’'t think | haveitin my presentation tonight,
but I showed one of our first studiesto a Stanford professor at the School of Journalism
and he was astounded. He wasn’t courageous enough to use our work, but he was
courageous enough to do hisown study and it corroborated what we had found. Now
other groups have donethese types of studies. Thisis National Public Radio, whichis
considered to be more reliable than the commercia networks and in thistime period they
were being pressured asbeing “ Pro-Palestinian” . There were boycotts. They lost alot of
money becausethey were supposedly “ Pro-Palestinian”. So Fairnessand Accuracy In
Reporting (FAIR), along time respected mediawatchdog organization, did astudy of
their coverage to discover whether or not it was distorted and they found out, yes,
actualy it was distorted, but in the opposite direction, because, for example, of the
coverage of approximately 90% of Isragli children’ s deaths and about 20% of Palestinian
children’ sdeaths.

Seth Ackerman, who did thisstudy, | think, gave hisreport abrilliant title, whichis, “The
[llusion of Balance.” NPR was almost covering equal numbers, sometimes equal numbers
of deaths, but what itslisteners did not know and were not told wasthey hearing avery
high percentage of one population’ stragediesand avery low percentage of another
population’ stragedies. | know I’'mright at the end of my time period so let me see, |
guess|’ll just do one more chart and then | guess we can about more afterwards.



Thiswas another study of the San Jose Mercury .
News. Thisisadaily newspaper in Silicon 500
Valley in California, of the Palo Alto area. We

did astudy of their front-pageheadlines. During ¢
that period, we found that these werethe
number of deathsduring that period. And thisis
what we found the front-page headlines
covered, but they had reversed the differential
and increased the differential .

Now, when we got our results from thisoneit I=rneis Palestinianxz
struck me how astounding thiswas and should

to al of usbecause it seemed to methat they got it backwards. Now imagineif they had
reported the World Series backwards? Or the Super Bowl, they go it wrong. Now
everybody would be laughing, making fun of it; late-night comedians across the nation
would bejoking about it. Here they were doing something with that degree of error
having to do with lives and deaths and no onewas even noticing it. | think that’sall |
have timefor now, thank you very much. [Applause.]

Ahmad:
Thank you very much Alison.

The ground rules for the questions and answers and the commentary: Asyou know we
don’'t requireyou to only ask questions because that only means people give aspeech and
put aquestion mark at the end. No speeches. If you want to make acomment, make a
comment, but make it short, al right?'Y ou know how much peoplecansay inaTV
commercial in one minute? 1’1l be alittle morelenient. I'll give you alittle more than a
minute, but I’m not going to give you much more than that. | will cut you off, all right?
Y ou may ask your question or address your comment to any member of the panel, or to
all the members of the pandl. | ask that when | call you, give your name and your
affiliation for the record. | will repeat the question or summarizeit for the cameras as
we' re recording this. | didn’t mention earlier that one of our new projectsiswe're
collaborating with our good friend Khalil Shadeed, who | neglected to thank for
recording this. Khalil isthe producer for “ The Scholar’ s Chair” television program. If
you haven't seen it, seeit. It'son PG Cable, it'son Bridges TV and it’salso on the
Internet. It sawonderful program and starting thisyear, Minaret of Freedom Instituteis
co-producing it, and my Program Assistant Sarah Swick istheir new emcee so that Khalil
can concentrate on the production side of it. | will start with Mauri’ Saalakhan.

Mauri’ Saalakhan (Peace and Justice Ingtitute):

First of all, | want to repeat what | said to Alison Weir we had met about ayear ago. |
have an enormous amount of respect and affection for what you do. Sister Nadia, |
remember seeing the report, | guess, afew months ago of the femalejudge, the first
femalejudgein the 9" US Federal District Court of Detroit. Thefirst thing that cameto
my mind isan African American Muslim judge, who has been ajudge for yearsin
Baltimore, had somehow fallen through the radar to some of our Arab and Muslim media,



that thereisan African American sister who predatesthe Arab Muslim sister by anumber
of years. To Caryle Murphy, to be specific to the Washington Post, Emily Wax wrote a
very powerful report that wastitled, “Five Truths About Darfur,” that came out on April
23 of last year. When that report came out, | said to my colleagues, “| bet you she' sgoing
to come under alot of pressure.” And aweek later, on April 30 she almost did an about-
facein much of what she had to say.

Bilbassy-Charters:.

[Muslim organizations bring the judicial appointmentsto the attention of my network ]
Should I know about the previous one [African-American Muslim female judge] ?
Definitely.... Actualy, | did interview you. | don’t know if you remember me, but | did
interview you inthe Ali Al-Tamimi case outside the courthousein Alexandriaand that
was one of the storieswe did about Professor Tamimi.

Ghayth Nur Kashif (Magid Ash-Shura):

Hi, as-saldmalaikum. Ms. Murphy, thank you for coming. | wrote an e-mail to Imad
here, that thiswas an excellent choice for you to come and speak, but | have a question
regarding your projection that your storiesget boring after awhile.... | would disagree, |
think, on that. If you look at the Fox (News cable) station, they’ |l take oneitem and run it
and runitandrunit and run it and you think the population gets bored, but they are
saying they aretheleading station. So they successfully used this method and they will
repeat “Idamofascism, |damofascism, Iamofascism, Idamofascism” and the way your
saying thisisthat people would get bored with that. But it’san old method used by Adolf
Hitler and therest. Youtell alie, abiglie, and you tell it over and over and over and over
and after awhile, peoplewill believeit. So that’ sjust athought. | understand what you're
saying about how difficult it isfor you to follow astory, from killing one baby to killing
another baby then you haveto stop, but | think that there’ sanother sideto this. They're
playing propagandaand ..., really, Fox beats up on the Washington Post all thetime. So |
think that those who are sincere-that is, so-called liberal paperslikethe Post ... need to
fight back. The other thing isthat the (American) Muslims are being put under adouble
burden by the people saying ‘ Why don’t you peopl e speak up (about condemning
terrorism)? And asyou pointed out, you look around and Mudlims are always
condemning terrorism but the way the story goesis, Y ou guysare not speaking up’ and
they say ' Yeswedid. We spokeup.’” But they [some non-Muslims] say, ‘Y eah, but you
didn’t speak loud enough.” But | say, ‘Wedid speak loud enough.” [Some non-Mudlims]
say, ‘' Yesyou said that yesterday, but what are you saying today? Sothatis...

Ahmad:
Okay you made your point. Y ou made your comment.

Kashif:
That wasaquestion.

Ahmad:
Wéll, if it was aquestion, she said she wasn’t going to defend Fox News. [Laughter ]



Murphy:
I’ sniceto seeyou heretonight.

Kashif:
Thank you.

Murphy:

| don’t want any hereto be left with amisapprehension about what | said. | wasn't saying
that because something happensover and over again you ignoreit or you never report on
it again. But it may mean that for a certain period of timethat particular phenomenon just
doesn’t get reported and hopefully reporterswill use their imagination to come back and
report onit. Asfar as Fox News, | mean, they have 24/7 hoursto fill, so they haveto be
repetitive, the Washington Post comes out once aday. Though, you know, I’ m not going
to account for Fox News. [Laughter]

Judith Latham (V oice of America): [Asksabout sourcesof pressureto slant coverage]

Weir:

There’ sno doubt in my mind and there and there have been statements by editors saying
thisthat there’ s so much pressure when they write about Palestine, when they do report
Palestinians and report on Pal estinian deaths and don't call them terroriststhere’'s
pressure. Asl said, even more than that, there are boycotts so you’ re losing money and
you're bottom lineisrisky anyway; it could put you out of business. Then the conclusion
that isfair to draw isthat that ishaving amajor impact. | know | heard of one newspaper,
| believeit wasin Vermont, asmall newspaper under advertiser pressure. The advertiser
stopped running hisfull-page ad and put the newspaper out of business. | won't spend the
wholetimetalking, but | think there are other factors. | think there’ satype of tendency to
have atype of mainstream discourse and that’ s your mindset, that’ sthe way you cover
things. | think we have awonderful representation of journalism here, but not everyoneis
wonderful at the Washington Post. | have had anumber of cases of what seemed to meto
be important stories the Washington Post hasn’t covered-not in the religion section. But
it seemsto meif you have a chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on Capitol Hill saying
that the Navy investigating team was ordered by the White House to whitewash and
falsify evidence, to methisisanews story. If only inthe back pages, to methisisa
significant news story, and we had that just afew years ago. Former Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, accompanied by aRear Admiral, been the head of the [Navy’ s

legal department, accompanied by several other people with equally impressive
credentials, making extremely strong statementswith agreat deal of evidenceto back
them up and no story inthe Post. | was surprised.

I’ just finish with this, aong the lines of how do you re-write the same story. Thiswas
about something missed by all of the media; the Post had done better than all of them
because they had one sentence about something. Thetitle of my story was* Just another
mother murdered.” It was a Palestinian mother, and | think there' sthat view that’ sitsjust
another mother murdered, it’s another newsitem, the angle. Now one news angleisthat it
isanother mother murdered and the second angleisthat Americansdon’t know that this



has been going on. Often the journalists do see these, they often know what’sgoing on all
thetime, but their readers do not know it because they’ re not seeing the reports.

Abuzakouk:

Well | want to put on my journalistic hat also because, it’ sagood company to be here.
There arethreethings| really wanted to bring to the discussion. | know that when | was
working for my master’sin 1971 at Stanford, there was abook | read titled Don’t Blame
the People. It was about the misinformation about the war in Vietnam. The media here,
wehaveall lived al inthe eraof the lraq War, has been dormant. There hasbeen an
absence of acritical mind in the mediato question the sources, theinformation and so on;
they accepted it and they really played as part of the orchestra of the march towar. The
best way out, it’ sgreat to have people like Alison and people Caryle and othersto work
and bring somekind of voices, but young American Muslims should work on becoming a
part of the mainstream media. They haveto be there. That itself will bring about
something that is missing now, to bring people who will be part of the storytelling and
also evaluating their colleaguesinside the kitchen, in the press. That is missing until now,
big time.

Ahmad:
Antony Sullivan; Dr. Tony.

Anthony Sullivan (Minaret of Freedom Institute Secretary):
That’ swhat my students call me, especially when they want arecommendation to go to
graduate school. [Laughter ]

| am the last personin thisworld, believe me, to defend Fox News. But let me give you
some good news tonight and make avery brief observation about how complicated the
mediaislike so many thingsinlife. Thereisthe Fox Newsyou all see, 24/7 and on the
tube, in other words, and then thereis Fox News online. Fox Newsonlineisaseparate
operation. It hasitsown editor and Fox Newsonlineisvery different inits coverage, at
least in the Middle East items from the regular Fox News[on television]. | know because
| have been interviewed by Fox News online on anumber of occasionsand the stories
that come out there generally follow apattern. They put mefirst and then they put
Michael Rubin. So you havethe neo-Conservative voice and my voice, then there’ sa
mixture of reportage that followsthat. And | think from an objective point of view, its
very objective reporting. Now another aspect about—I think one can call it—*“the
media,” arethe public policy journals. One of those important journalsisajournal
founded by Irving Kristol, al over you I’ d assume know who Irving Kristol, founder of
National Interest. National Interest at the beginning was aneo-Conservative journal.
That has cometo an end. Today thejournal isintherealist school of American foreign
policy. | have been published there on anumber of occasions. They’ re absolutely
courageous, first-rate and objective. Thefinal thing that | will say, since we have
journalistshere-and this may be my fault | may have missed it, although | read the New
York Times and Washington Post daily online—is that the King of Jordan wasjust inthe
United States and made an el oquent address to the US Congress, calling for afocuson



the I sradli-Pal estinian issue as Middl e East issue number one for the United Statesin its
own national interest.

Goto homepage.




